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9. Pass the Buck Set-up

Skills
developed

Students sat in pairs. 

Identify/State

Summarise

Suggest

Describe/Outline

Explain

Justify

Compare

Evaluate

Students work in pairs. Each pair has a different coloured 
pen. Assign one person in the pair to be the scribe (the 
scribes can swap at any point). The teacher puts an exam 
question up and students have 1 minute to begin writing 
their answer.

Once time is up, students pass their paper along to the 
next pair. When students receive the new piece of paper, 
they read the beginning of the answer that is on the sheet 

and continue the answer. By the end, each sheet will have 
a complete answer, with each pair’s contribution showing 
in a different colour.

You will need to build in time for each pair to read the 
answer, discuss it and add their contribution to it, so the 
time allowed for each round will most likely need to 
increase to allow for the additional reading time.

Instructions
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One coloured pen per 
pair


